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it as the nucleus of a ruling caste; according to the
German maps there is a Ukrainian "language-island"
near to Saratov in the Volga district. And at all events
there are the inevitable Swabians who live con the
north coast of the Black Sea and Sea of Azov., the
descendants of the Mennonites brought in by Alex-
ander I. "They developed rapidly, and in the middle
of the last century the German settlements in the
Ukraine became very numerous and stretched along
the Black Sea to the Caucasus." x In due course the
rights of these Swabians might become as important
as those of the Swabians of Hungary, Roumania and
Yugoslavia. In 1918 the German officers then in
occupation of the Russian Ukraine rejected the idea of
new colonies of German peasants because the most
fertile land was already over-populated; it was there-
fore decided at that time that the Russian Ukraine
should be brought into a German customs union so
that Germany should be able to absorb all its surplus
corn and animal produce as the treaty of February
1918 had arranged.2 The possibility of planting new
German colonies north of the Black Sea has naturally
been considered by the Nazis recently; it would
evidently involve the expropriation and something
like the serfdom of the Ukrainian peasantry if it were
to be attempted on any scale. This would be by no
means inconsistent with the Nazi Weltanschauung.
According to a well-informed contributor to the
Neue Ziircber Zeltung last winter,3 however, the Ger-
mans were then concerning themselves, as one might
expect, not with colonization plans but with the
1 See " Das ukrainische Problem IE," in the Neue Zurcher Zeittmg of Jan.
4th, 1939.                            2 See above, p. 198.                                3 Ibid.